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Text by Pastor Matthew

The Ten

COMMANDMENTS

Today

The 10 commandments is the most
common understanding a Christian has of
God’s commands. However, like most 21st
century Christians, we also have a misguided
understanding that the 10 commandments
is “irrelevant” to our Christian life today. But,
then there is another danger of over-adopting
the 10 commandments into our Christian life,
so much so, we cancel out the grace and
mercy of Christ that is the only necessity
for salvation. So, how then can we view and
appreciate the 10 commandments in our
lives today? | think in order for us to properly
appreciate the 10 commandments in our
context, we need a proper understanding of
why God gave the Israelites a set of laws, and
what the commandments represent. We also
need to look at the 10 commandments in the
light of the gospel (NT) in order to see how
Christ perfects and completes the law in us
as believers.

FEZH s window
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The Grace of God

Exodus 20:1-17 marks the event of
God giving a set of commands to the
Israelites, through Moses. The giving of
the commandments is the culmination of a
spiritual event where God formally makes
a covenant with the Israelites at Mt. Sinai
(Exo. 19). And the covenant included a
promise that God will be the God of the
Israelites, and required a commitment from
the Israelites to be obedient to all that God
has commanded them to do.

At a single glance, the commandments
look restrictive, and God looks like an angry
disciplinarian, ready to punish at first sight
of someone breaking the law. But, we have
to understand that God’s purpose of calling
the Israelites out of Egypt and establishing
them as a nation was not just to make
another nation among the nations, but, to
establish a holy nation, through which all
other nations will look up to and also be
blessed. And in order for that to happen,
Israel had to live and abide by the systems
and rule of God. Israel cannot afford to live
and abide by the standards and morality of
the nations around them.

Thus, the law is God’s means of grace,
where it aims to improve the quality of life
of the Israelites. Through the law of God the
Israelites will be able to live in peace and
prosperity with one another and with God.
Through obedience to the law, the Israelites
will be brought into a relationship with God
and God will bless them. The Israelites did
nothing to deserve such grace, yet God
through His initiative chose them as His

own. E' -;.E
EI:
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The Intentional Love of God

The commandments and all its contents
actually rests upon God’s opening statement
to the Israelites, “l am the Lord your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery (20:2).” Moving on, the very
first “law” is the command to only love God
alone. In other words, God first demonstrated
His great love to the Israelites, and He hopes
that they could respond in similar fashion.
Without understanding the love of God
for them, the Israelites would merely be
practicing legalism. However, if they knew the
motivation and the reason of the law of God
to them, they would be compelled to live out
the law in their lives as a response to God’s
love. We see that the Israelites failed to see
the law as an extension of God’s love towards
them. They failed to see the intentional love
of God that intentionally rescued them from
Egypt. They failed to see the intentional love
of God that intentionally created a means for
them to be saved from physical and spiritual
bondage. Instead, all they saw was “a set of
laws that must be obeyed, lest God punishes
me.” Such a motivation for obedience was the
main factor in causing them to continuously
disobey God, and in the later years, come
under God’s judgment. The law is God’s
love in written form to humankind. It is God
intentionally showing us the way that leads to
true freedom from sin.

Pastor Matthew

God’s Relationship With Humans

The law represents God’s intention to be
in a relationship with humans. While some of
us may be tempted to think that the picture
of the Exodus looks like God, imposing His
will on the Israelites by dragging them out of
Egypt and forcing them into this covenant,
we have to understand that the Israelites
themselves cried out to God to rescue them
from slavery. They wanted God to rescue
them, they wanted to be in this relationship
with Him.

To be in a relationship with God, has its
demands - holiness. No nation or person
could ever be in a relationship with God if
they refuse to subject themselves to His
standards. And there is a reason for God
setting the standards for holiness in this
relationship. God is a perfect God, and in
God there is no sin. By giving the law to the
Israelites, God was informing them of His
desire to be in a relationship with them, but,
they have to follow His commandments so
that they do not offend the holiness of God.
But, more than that, the Law was given to
the Israelites as a guide on how to live a
better physical and spiritual life. The Law is
a holistic representation of God’s relationship
with Israel - a relationship that is committed
and one that brings about a true change in
the hearts and lives of the Israelites.

eoe
FHEZH wis window .o

The Law for Us Today?

As we approach the Law in the light of
the work of Christ, what significance does
the Law have for Christians today? The Law
is not obsolete today, but as Romans 2:15
describes, it is “written on their hearts.”
This verse in Romans relates the work of
Christ in fulfilling the Law, and the ability of
a Christian to live out holiness through the
grace and mercy of Christ in us. We can
walk in holiness because the grace of Christ
enables and empowers us to do so. We can
be obedient to God because the love of God
in us compels us to respond in obedience
to God’s commands. We want to be holy,
because we see the importance of this
relationship that we have with God and how
it builds up our life and sets us on the path of
freedom. Above all, we have the Holy Spirit
in us, the “Helper”, “Counsellor”, “Teacher”
who will guide us into all righteousness. His
role is to make known to us the will, purpose,
and commands of God so that our lives are
pleasing in God’s eyes.

Therefore, if we love God, we will want
to obey Him. And the more we obey Him, the
more our lives will be transformed into the
likeness of Christ. Amen. @
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Text by Rev. Phan Wu Chung
Translated by Stephen Cheng

THE

COMMANDMEN TS

- OF GOD

.

In Matthew 22:34-40, an expert in the
Law raised a question to test Jesus,

“Teacher, which is the greatest
commandment in the Law?”

The question raised by the Law expert
was indeed a matter of concern to the Jews,
because at the point of time, the Jews had
compiled all the laws, small and big, into a
collection of 613 laws. In the Jewish society
comprising different tribal clans, there were
different viewpoints regarding “which ones
of the laws are more important than the
others”. This question was also posted as
a test because it was in fact quite difficult
to answer. We all know every single law
was instituted by God. Let’s look at the Ten

Commandments, how do we define which
one is the most important? If we can point out
the most important one, are we saying that
the other laws are secondary or unnecessary
or can even be ignored? But, Jesus gave an
unexpected response to the question saying
that the Law and the Prophetic Books are the
entire emphasis of the teaching of the Law.
Jesus used Deuteronomy 6:5 to remind the
Teacher of the Law, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your strength.” (This is a familiar
‘shema’ to the Jews, which they must recite
twice a day). Jesus also quoted “love your
neighbour as yourself in Leviticus 19:18 to
explain that only with whole-hearted love, the
Jews would obediently listen to the ‘shema’,
and to specifically express God’s love is

to love all the people created by Him. The
purpose of God giving us the commandments
to follow is to ensure the safety and rights of
mankind, encompassing the spirit of the Law.

Perhaps, during that time, the Jews
had not understood God’s salvation plan
and they were confused about obeying the
commandments of God. What about us?
Are we not also struggling with the same
problem? Let me ask, when you noticed the
theme, ‘The Commandments of God’ of the
latest issue of ‘His Window’, what was your
reaction? Were you interested to read on?
The word ‘command’ is not a pleasant word,
because most people are not willing to obey
orders or commands.

%EZE’ His Window E EE

Whether you like it or not, the Bible is filled
with many laws of God who commands us to
faithfully observe them (Deut 6:2-3, 10:12-13,
11:1, 22, Joshua 22:5, 23:6). When we are
struggling like the Jews at that time on how
to observe and follow the commands of God,
yet, Jesus again tells us in John 13: 34, “A
new command | give you: Love one another.
As | have loved you, so you love one another.”
Wouldn’t this new command of Jesus make
obeying the Law even more difficult?
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If this is how you feel now, let’s see what Apostle John says in 1 John 5:1-3, “Everyone
who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves
His children as well. This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God
and carrying out His commands. In fact, this is love for God: to keep His commands. And His
commands are not burdensome....” Here, Apostle John points out 3 essential truths about the

lives of born-again Christians:

FAITH

We receive a ‘new life’ because we believe Jesus is
Christ, so that we can have a loving relationship with God
and His children. Unless we have faith in God and believe
what He says, we will not willingly obey His commands.
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MUTUAL
LOVE

OBEDIENCE

We receive a ‘new life’ because we believe Jesus is
Christ, so that we can have a loving relationship with God
and His children. Unless we have faith in God and believe
what He says, we will not willingly obey His commands.

If we declare we believe in God and love Him, we
must obey His commands: to truly love God and others
as ourselves is to obey His commands. Actually, Apostle
John wanted to present Jesus’ perspective about
obeying the commands of God in a different way to state
clearly that the 3 essential truths are complementary and
inseparable.

In closing, Apostle John sums up by
saying that “it is not difficult to obey the
commands of God”. Even, Moses once
said, “Now what | am commanding you
today is not too difficult for you or beyond
your reach.... the word is very near you; it is
in your mouth and in your heart so you may
obey it.” (Deut 30:11-14)

Undeniably, to the non-believers and
those who don’t know God, obeying God’s

commands can be a burden and indeed a
very difficult task. Since, we are the children
of God out of our belief, we can obey God’s
commands because of His love and the
strength He gives us.

| hope the church brothers and sisters
can really love one another. Then, we will find
that obeying the commands of God can be a
joy and not difficult to do. @
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mEELE, mRsm. 37 —BAT,
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STARTING EACH DAY

by Janice Lim

RBESMEE RIS AR E G RN

AR . XS SR A T R It has been almost a year since |

joined the Daily Morning Prayer Altar and
| praise God for a group of committed and
dedicated sisters who have been organising
this. From being just a visitor to the group,
| am now a regular member. Perhaps, the
bright side of MCO is that | can finally learn
to be more disciplined as | have not been
consistent with my devotion before.

e BMFAH—HRASHEBES MEES
Iz, RREREFHH. O

We started with the book of
Deuteronomy in March. This is the 3rd
year of reading this book since the church
started the Bible reading plan. Today’s
reading made me ponder on the story of the
Israelites who left Egypt for God’s Promised
Land and wandered in the wilderness for 40
years. They were rebellious and refused to
have trust in Him. Yet, God blessed them
and watched over their journey. He was
always with them and they lacked nothing.

Joyce Chua /// Jonlce le

| joined this group with the hope that
it would help to discipline me in spending
time with God and learning His words. | also
wanted to experience a breakthrough in
my prayer life. | was convinced that being
able to pray aloud and intercede is a quality
that every Christian must possess. Just like
the Israelites in the wilderness, | have been
rebellious, and have not been faithful enough.
During this time, God has used the channel
of the Daily Morning Prayer Altar to guide
and lead me back to the right path by having
faith in Him. Almost a year later, though |
have not mastered praying aloud, | am now
much more confident that | will eventually
reach where | want to be just like how God
promised the Israelites, and led them to the
Promised Land.

A big thank you to all the sisters in the
group as they have been patient and gracious
in helping and motivating newcomers like me
to be more courageous in praying aloud. They
are always so willing and selfless in sharing
their biblical knowledge. We are indeed very
blessed to be able to gather in God’s presence
every morning through this platform. @
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Text by Eng Cherng Wei (15ER)

kEitxl Eagle Plan

SAVED BY
GOD’S GRACE

for the

Hi, I am Eng Cherng Wei. It has always
been my ambition to share the gospel. |
thank God for giving me a missionary’s heart.
Since young | love going on mission trips,
participating in voluntary activities, visiting
the poor and homes for the disadvantaged.
| enjoyed those moments when | see the
joy in the faces of others. Certainly, those
moments were good, but | was not. Looking
back now, what | enjoyed most during that
time was not for the glory of God, but rather
| wanted to present myself as a good and
kind Christian. | would say that | loved the
applause of people more than | wanted to
please God.

A little background about myself - |
have a bachelor degree majoring in dance.
Many expected me to take on the path of a
dancer or to become a dance teacher. Even
my parents have such expectations of me
as well. During my third year in university,
the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ shone
in my heart like none of the experience
| had before in the past 20 years of my
‘Christian’ life. Sins were exposed but grace
abounded. Blind eyes were opened and
were given the eyes of faith. | was dead but
made alive in Christ. My life has changed.
It does not mean that | have become more

SR FIOEm

successful in my pursuit, it’s not saying | no
longer have any hardship and suffering but
on the contrary, | suffer greater than before.
A new life in Christ is that | am no longer a
slave to sin but | am a free man with the hope
of eternal life.

Following that conversion my desire
changed, my priorities changed, my passion
changed. | completed my degree and later |
was offered to study abroad for a Master in
Dance Therapy. All solely by God’s grace and
providence. As | mentioned, my desire and
passion changed and dance therapy is no
longer what | want to do, but | want to use
it to reach out to people and bring to them
the gospel. Last year October, | had about
5 months waiting time before the enrolment
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in March 2021. A sudden change needed
to be made because | then acknowledged
that my family will have financial difficulty
in supporting my study for a long term.
Therefore, without doubt, the wisest and
the most loving thing to do is to let go of
the opportunity to lighten the burden of my
parents.

The desire for the ministry of God’s
word grew stronger in me as time went by.
My heart breaks every time | see the lost
and the needy who have not heard of the
gospel. This led to God’s calling into full
time service for Him. For God so freely gave
His Son for me, what else shall | want? What
else shall llive for if it’s not for Christ. “In love
He predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with
His pleasure and will, to the praise of His
glorious grace, which He has freely given
us in the One He loves.”(Ephesians 1:5-6).
Serving God is not a decision that | made,
but it’s God’s decision. | was saved by His
grace, for the proclamation of His grace, to
the praise of His glorious grace. Intelligence,
talents, ability, creativity, strength | have
none, but all | have is to offer Jesus Christ
most freely, fully, without exception of any
sinners, to present Christ in His ability,
willingness to save, the preciousness as the
only Redeemer of lost sinners. Moreover,
God’s divine power of love has enabled me
to bring forth the message of assurance to
the redeemed people of Christ. Christ shall
lose none of all those the Father has given
Him, but raise them up at the last day.

EH7H HsWindow S0%

This is the good news that everyone
needs to know, the only hope which we ought
to cling on. While patiently waiting on God to
unfold His plan, God sent different people to
guide me and to test if this is the calling of
God for me. After having conversations with
several wise counsels, | was introduced to
Mega CMC Eagle training program to begin
my full-time ministry. | am truly grateful and
humbled that in this one-year program, | am
given a great opportunity to work alongside
a team of wonderful people, hand in hand to
build up the church. My main ministry is the
youths, a ministry which can be challenging
yet fulfilling. For | do not know what lies
ahead, what joys and griefs are there, the
way | cannot see, but | do know the One
who stands near to be my guide and He will
show me The Way. With God, things don’t
just happen because everything by God is
planned. God had appointed the end and He
had also appointed the means to accomplish
the end. And the great means are the Word
of Christ and prayer to the Father both done
in the Holy Spirit. This to me is the great
confidence that God will build His kingdom
among men. God loves His church and His
people more than any one of us do, therefore,
let us put our trust in the Lord, in Him is
everlasting joy and the hope which will never
put us to shame. All the ways of the Lord are
loving and faithful (Psalm 25:10). @
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