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Text by Pastor Matthew

1. Prevention - Josh. 1:7-8

In the book of Joshua, we see the
second generation of Israelites preparing to
enter and take possession of the Promised
Land. But, before setting out, Joshua gives
them a word from the Lord. This message
is filled with promises, encouragement, and
hope. However, there is also a warning from
God. God warns the Israelites not to turn
away from the Law of God. Turning away,
will result in them experiencing the setback
of their first generation. Now, there are
two ways to look at this warning of God.
First, we can look at it as a prescription for
success and failure - obey and succeed,

When we are warned of something, it usually has
to do with something dangerous. In our everyday life,
general warnings and specific warnings are part and
parcel. The purpose of warning is singular - to prevent
a mishap from happening. The scriptures do not
lack warning on the spiritual dangers that we are to
avoid. However, at times, we view Scriptural warning
as restrictive or even intrusive of our lives. For some
of us, we choose to ignore the warnings in Scripture,
although it clearly is pointing us in the direction that
is right. So, if warnings are important, why then do
we neglect and sometimes abandon the warning
of Scripture? Let us examine the Scriptures and
understand the importance of Scriptural warnings and
why we should embrace and adhere to the warnings
of God to us.

disobey and fail. Honestly, most of us will
interpret this warning in this manner. However,
the problem of such an interpretation is that
we will see God only as a God who does not
care about us, except only when we follow
His ways to the dot. This will lead to legalism,
and soon, there will not be any motivation to
obey God. Such was the mistake of the first
generation of Israel, they viewed the laws of
God as oppressive, and restrictive. And they
only followed because “there was no choice.”
Such an attitude towards the warning of God
soon drew them further and further away
from God and as a result, they were judged
for their disobedience.

A second way of looking at God’s
warning in Joshua 1:7-8 is by looking at
God’s intention of preventing the Israelites,
both the first and second generations, from
facing failures. The laws given to Israel on
Mt. Sinai was to set them apart as a holy
nation. The laws were to show the Israelites
the right way so that they could be in a
relationship with God. The laws were also
to guide and prevent Israel from destroying
herself through sin.

And if the Israelites had known the
intention of God to prevent them from
heading towards their own pitfall, | believe,
the first generation would have made it
into the Promised Land. Looking at the
warning of God through the lens of God’s
intention to prevent us from falling, allows
us to catch a glimpse into the heart of God.
He loves His children so much that it pains
God’s heart to see us fail in our sins. And
that is why He sets before us warnings.
These warnings are signposts for our lives,
just as it was a signpost for the second
generation of Israelites, preparing to enter
the Promised Land. The warnings of God
are there to keep us from falling into the
trap of the devil, it is there to prevent us
from wandering aimlessly outside of God’s
will, and it is there to prevent us from doing
anything that will draw us away from our
love for God.

If only we can see the intention of
God to prevent, we will certainly take heed
to God’s warnings, just as the second
generation of Israelites did. And when we
can do so, we will experience the victory
and success God gives.

2. Glorify - Josh 2:9-11

The warning of God has a difference
in the sense that it brings glory to God’s
name. In Joshua 2:9-11, we see of Rahab
recounting the message of the power of
God from the time Israel departed from
Egypt to the present time. And the warning
that they have heard - that God is powerful,
unstoppable - was enough to strike fear in

eoe
FHEZH wis window .o

the hearts of the people of Jericho, along
with the king and his soldiers.

God’s warning is not always only in
relation to prevention. His warning is also
for us, to pave the way of victory in our lives.
When the enemy and the walls of Jericho
stood before them in their conquest of the
Promised Land, God’s warning went before
and struck fear in the hearts of Jericho. In
our present day and age, when the enemy
the devil rises up and tries to strike fear in
our hearts, God’s warning goes before us
and warns the devil that any child of God
is covered by the blood of Jesus. When the
enemy tries to defeat us with lies, God’s
warning goes before us with the truth that
reminds the devil of his impending eternal
defeat. Joshua 2:9-11 gives me the courage
and hope in God’s warning that goes before,
and fights my battles. A warning that serves
to glorify His name, and to pave the way
for us.

Conclusion:-

After all that is said, the question we
have to ask is: what do we think of God’s
warning? Are we willing to obey? Do we
still look at God’s warning in a negative
light? | pray that we will have a paradigm
shift to see and understand the love of
God for us. For if we do, then we will see
that His warnings are always for us, and
never against us. @

Pastor Matthew
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The

In our everyday lives, giving out
a warning is not something new. For
example, when someone makes a small
mistake, we would normally advise him not
to repeat it. But if the mistake is serious and
if the person refuses to correct it even after
repeated reminders, then a warning will
become necessary. Therefore, warning is
ultimately given for incorrect actions. After
understanding the consequences of such a
warning and yet he continues to repeat it,
then, he only has himself to blame.

The Bible records many of God’s
warnings and how people respond to
Him. For example, the Lord spoke to Cain:
“Why are you angry? Why is your face
downcast? If you do what is right, will
you not be accepted? But, if you do not
do what is right, sin is crouching at your
door; it desires to have you, but you must
rule over it.” (Gen 4:6-7) But, Cain did not
listen to the warning and he killed his own
brother, resulting in God’s punishment.
The very familiar scriptures of 2 Chronicles
7:14-15, are deemed to be considered the
fulfillment of God’s promises; but, when we
read on, we will notice this warning: “But, if
you turn away and forsake the decrees and
commands | have given you and go off to
serve other gods and worship them, then |
will uproot Israel from my land, which | have
given them, and will reject this temple |
have consecrated for my Name. | will make
it a byword and an object of ridicule among
all peoples.” (2 Chronicles 7:19-20)

History clearly tell us that most of the
ancient Kings of Judah forsook the Lord to
worship other gods. Because they did not
listen to God’s warnings, their countries fell
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of God

to the enemies, the citizens were exiled, and
the temple was destroyed. During the New
Testament era, Jesus issued many warnings,
some of which are deeply rooted in our
hearts, and a typical example is recorded in
Matthew 7:21-23, “Not everyone who says
to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say
to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name and in your name drive
out demons, and in your name perform many
miracles? Then | will tell them plainly, ‘I never
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” To
us, Jesus’ warnings seem exaggerated or just
for frigthening people only; citing the example
of Judas of the 12 disciples, who betrayed
Jesus. Let’s look at the letters written to the
seven churches in the Book of Revelation.
There is this warning at the end of every letter:
“Whoever has ears, let them hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.” (Revelation 2:7,
11, 17, 29, 3:6, 13, 22) Today, Christianity has
vanished from the seven churches mentioned
in Revelation. From this, we may conclude
that the churches at that time did not listen
to the warnings. Of course, God did not only
warn His people, but also warned the Gentiles.
The year when Moses led the Israelites out of
Egpyt, God used various disasters to warn
the Pharoah who stubbornly refused to listen.
As aresult, during the tenth disaster, Pharoah
lost the lives of his elder son and his people
as the price for not heeding the warnings.
The Lord also sent prophet Jonah to warn the
citizens of the city of Nineveh to repent and
believe the Kingdom of God; surprisingly the
King of Nineveh chose to listen to the warning
and commanded the entire nation to repent
and turn away from their evil ways, in order to
avoid the disasters.

$HZH Hswinow 5%

Based on the above scriptures and examples, we can arrive at the following conclusions:

1

WARNING HELPS US TO KNOW GOD’S ATTRIBUTES

For example, when we see a sign showing a lightning symbol hanging on a fence,
naturally we know the fence is fully electrified and we will not challenge to touch it.
Similarly, although our Father God is gracious and merciful, through His warnings we
know He is holy, and He means what He says; therefore, we cannot cross the borders
set by Him. Paul reminds us saying that, “...God cannot be mocked...” (Galatians 6:7).
Therefore, we should not mock God’s warnings.

GOD’S WARNING GIVES US AN OPPORTUNITY

Although God’s warnings are severe and serious, He repeatedly gives us the opportunity
to repent. The Israelites violated God’s commands many times, but God did not
immediately punish them; instead, God repeatedly warned them, hopefully one day they
would turn around and repent. No wonder the writer in Psalm 30-5a says, “For His anger
lasts only a moment, but His favor lasts a lifetime...”.

WARNING IS NOT THE FINAL JUDGMENT, IT'S UP TO
US TO RESPOND AND CHOOSE THE ENDING

Just like the example in the Book of Jonah, where the people of Nineveh were so wicked
beyond redemption, but because they were willing to accept the Lord’s warnings, they
prevented God’s punishment on them. If we choose to be obstinately unrepentant, then,
we will willingly allow the warnings to materialize on us. Today, the warnings that God
gives us come from His Word and the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Jesus has promised
us that when the Advocate comes, he will guide us to know and understand the Truth,
and prove the world to be in the wrong about sin, righteousness and jugdment (John
16:8-13). Paul also tells us, “Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with
contempt, but test them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.” (2 Thess
5:19-22)

To put it briefly, the Biblical warnings

and admonishing of the Holy Spirit are
like the amber light of the traffic lights, the
amber light warns us to slow down and get
ready to stop. If we still step hard on the
accelerator to speed pass the red light, we
would certainly get a fine or more seriously
cause a tragedy. Let’s hope our spiritual
lives are not like driving a car recklessly
thinking that nothing would happen when
we ignore the warnings of God.
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BUESMX L EHRIBLETR, BREIRX
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RR/MAN, FEELEH.

IEF REATE)

| am so happy and excited to receive an
award from this competition. | have learnt to
become a better worshipper to worship God
in spirit and in truth!
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Thank you for organizing this competition.
It was fun and | enjoyed it. | have learnt to
give my best to Jesus. | will use my voice as
a gift to praise and glorify Him!
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praise the Lord with my voice and my piano
skills. | will continue working hard and hope
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