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Text by Stephen Cheng
( Former PIC Chairman )

‘His WINDOW’
100TH ISSUE

A testimony of
God'’s Faithfulness.

| must first thank God, and congratulate
IMM of Mega CMC for successfully leading
the ‘His Window’ team of volunteers to achieve
the milestone of publishing its 100th Issue.
For Mega CMC, this memorable event is a
historical achievement, and it’s also a shining
example for other Chinese Methodist Churches
in the country. ‘His Window’ deserves to be
noticed and acknowledged as a leading church
magazine among the local and overseas
Chinese Methodist Churches.

During my past years of association
with ‘His Window’ publishing committee as
a chairman, | can testify that producing and
publishing 100 issues of a church magazine
is not an easy journey. Serving voluntarily
in the church context requires lots of
commitment, time, and sacrifices. Everyone
must diligently work with a strong spirit of
unity, understanding, discipline and patience,
apart from unselfishly offering their talents,
skills and experiences.

‘His Window’ is a quarterly magazine.
To be able to consistently publish every
issue takes a team of dedicated volunteers
of writers, editors, proof readers, layout and
graphic designers, camera man and printer to
put together their expertise and experiences
over a period of three months of meetings, in
order to compile and finalize the manuscripts
before sending them for printing.

-Stephen Cheng

To me it's almost a miracle that ‘His
‘Window’ can survive this far!

Over twenty years ago, Rev Ho Hon
Yan started with a hand written record of
the monthly events and activities of Mega
Preaching Point on a black & white 4-page
leaflet. As his passion for such writings
progressed, he ventured deeper into initiating
a ‘publication ministry’ later called ‘His
Window’.

Praise the Lord for Rev Ho’s vision of
establishing this ministry and His blessings
for the continuous success of ‘His Window’.
Special thanks should be accorded to the
present and past chief editors, and the entire
team of volunteers and church resources
for their untiring efforts and support to
help produce this beautiful and colourful
memorable publication.

| pray and hope that ‘His window’
with God’s grace and the advancement of
technology, will continue to publish with
better reading materials and publishing
qualities, and serve as the outstanding church
magazine in the form of soft and hard copies
to bless both the Christian and non-Christian
communities. May this 100th Issue be the
beginning of yet another significant milestone
in the years to come! &

Text by Ernest Tan
(IMM Chairman))
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‘His WINDOW’

Unveil the Glorious Beauty of God

Heartiest congratulations to His Window
(HW) for successfully crossing the 100th
edition milestone in Q4 of 2022! It is indeed
a solid manifestation of the sheer dedication,
perseverance and hard work from both the
past and present editorial boards in steering
the evolution of the publication from the initial
8-page single color newsletter to the current
64-page full color quarterly publication over
the last 23 years. Kudos to the past and
present editorial team for the remarkable
achievement!

With the tagline of “Unveil the Glorious
Beauty of God”, HW has served as an effective
conduit for Mega CMC’s parishioners to
testify of God’s faithfulness and proclaim
God’s mercy through their lives’ journey. HW
has also religiously tracked and captured the
development of major events and milestones
in Mega CMC via her myriad of ministries’
activities over the years.

To mark the arrival of the 100th edition
milestone, the Publication & Information
Committee (PIC) has conducted a
comprehensive online survey with more
than 100 HW’s audience on their reading
habits, likes & dislikes, and feedback for
improvement of the publication. In addition,
PIC also organized a workshop on July 23
with the aim of conducting a holistic review
of HW’s publication encompassing its format,
creative content, look and feel, positioning

and its mandate. Some 30 participants
representing the editorial board members,
ardent HW’s writers and readers took part
in this workshop. With the aforesaid input,
it is the fervent hope and intent of PIC that
HW stays relevant and continue to meet
the exacting needs of Mega CMC and her
audience post the centennial publication
whilst unveiling the Glorious Beauty of God.

Last but not the least, | wish to appeal
to your contribution of stories and articles
to further enrich HW’s content. Do feel free
to reach out to any of the editorial board
members should you have any suggestions
or ideas for improvement. Through HW,
| pray that you would be able to encounter
Him, experience His Glorious Beauty and
serve Him earnestly! Amen.
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Text by Rev. Matthew

Since the year 2020,

we have become accustomed

to the word “close contact”

and it is often used in a negative
sense - hint: Covid-19. Somehow,
because of the pandemic and the fear
of being designated a “close contact” of
a positive Covid-19 case, we drifted apart
into our own bubble of security, primarily
based on government orders, later on, it
became a “new normal.” However, has the
fear of being a “close contact” of someone
sick, also translated into our spiritual lives,
especially for the task of evangelism in this
day and age?

As Christians, we are called into a life
of being “close contacts” with people of
the world. Hence, in John 17:14-18, we see
Jesus, informing His disciples that they are in
this world, and not taken out of it (v. 15) but,
as they continue to remain in this world, God
will protect them from the evil one. This is
crucial to understanding our purpose on earth
as sometimes Christians have confused this
notion as to stay clear from the world, or to
be a cliqgue amongst themselves to preserve
holiness. But, as Jesus prays to God, there is
a commission to His disciples — us included
— to be in this world. This simply means that
we continue to live our lives according to
God'’s designed plan for us, and to enjoy the
pleasures and the toil that this world offers to
us. It is also a calling to part of the community
of the world, regardless of religion. But, in
doing all these, to willingly stay away from
evil, and to trust in God’s divine protection
over our lives.

But, there is a reason/purpose why we
are called to remain in the world, and as
Jesus says, “As you sent me into the world, |
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have sent them into the world (v. 18).” Jesus’
mission on earth was clear — to seek and
save the lost. And by referring to His earthly
mission, Jesus is commissioning us for the
same purpose — to seek and save the lost.
And how can we do it, if we are not in the
world that is full of the lost, seeking to be
found? And I like the word Jesus used: sent.
This word denotes a purpose and a calling in
our lives. That while we are given our earthly
work, we have a higher calling, by God: to
seek out the lost and show them the way
back to God the Father.

How then as Christians do we live our
life? Simple, be part of the world. We should
do our best to assimilate into the society. A
Christian is not someone who isolates oneself
from people. Sometimes we fail to assimilate
into society because of comfort zones. It is
comfortable to be among people who speak
“our language” — the Christian language.
It can be challenging to be Christian in a
society of varying morals and values. But,
it is for this very purpose that we are called
to be “salt and light” in the world (Matthew
5:13-16). Salt merely remains a kitchen item,
unless it is assimilated into the cooking. Light
remains an object, unless it is turned on, in
places that need light. Similarly, a Christian
truly becomes effective and resilient when he
or she becomes part of the world, yet, not
becoming as the world and in order to do so,
we must be willing to step out of our comfort
zones.

The disciples of Jesus too faced such
challenges of assimilating into the gentile
community as they were primarily used
to their Jewish customs and people. And
while the mandate of Jesus to them was to
go into ‘all the world’, they largely remained
confined to their Jewish people, save for a
few apostles. But, look at the apostle Paul on
the other hand. He went far and wide into the
gentile community. He associated with them,
and established churches amongst gentile
believers. He even raised up gentile leaders
of the church. His life and ministry had a great
impact among both the Jews and gentiles
and all these was because Paul dared to be
part of the world that Jesus had sent him to
minister. He was not afraid of stepping out of
his comfort zones, neither was he fazed by
the cultural differences out of his own Jewish
circles. He went boldly into the world, was
part of the world, and brought the gospel to
the lost.

So, knowing our calling that we have been
sent to the world and are called to be part of
the world, the final question that we need to
ask is: how does the church look like today?
When we speak of church, it is primarily
the body of believers and secondarily the
individual Christian. So how do we look like
today? The answer: we must be relevant.

Relevance is a word that sometimes
fundament Christians look upon with disdain.
However, the more we try not to be relevant
the more we are becoming as Jesus says
in Matthew 5:13-16, salt that is no longer
salty, a town that is hidden, and a light that
is covered. To be relevant is not just about
spotlights and electric guitars. It is about
being genuine, loving and welcoming. Being
relevant as a church also means that the
church is a platform for lost people, not just
for the healthy. Sometimes, persons with
issues stay away from the church because
they feel “un- welcomed” — too perfect. We
need to portray genuine love for all persons
regardless of race, religion, background, or
gender.

[ XX ]
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A relevant church is also a church that
stays in connection with the community.
Churches are normally built in housing
establishments or among the urban
communities. It is a public place, a symbol
of religion, and most importantly, it is part
of the community. It is sad, if we are in the
community, yet isolated from the community.
The church needs to be active in reaching out,
not just to evangelise but to care for the needs
within the society. The church needs to look
at its geographical location, identify several
key needs of the society it is in connection
with, and make an active attempt to be the
change for the better. And we do these, not
just with “Christianisation” in mind, but, as
part of our Christian love for the world. This is
a what a relevant church looks like.

And when the church stays relevant,
and preaches relevance to its worshippers,
such relevance will trickle down to each
individual believer. | like this excerpt from
the Anglican liturgy that is read and recited
by all worshippers at the end of the service
which goes, “Go in peace to love and serve
the Lord.” Read after the benediction, there is
an element of sending out into the world for
works of service to the world. A Christian who
has received the blessings of Christ through
the Word, and sacraments (communion),
must now learn to give to the world and share
the love of

Jesus Christ, and serve, as Jesus served,
the people around us. In doing so, we become
relevant Christians.

CONCLUSION

As we exit the pandemic and enter into
an endemic phase, Covid restrictions are
relaxed. The term “close contact” no longer
frightens us as it used to in the past, due in part
to vaccines and herd immunity. As the world
exits its bubble of isolation and quarantine of
the past two years, and drifts closer together,
Christians too should be closer to the world.
Build bridges, develop friendships and
relationships that show genuine love, care,
and ultimately, point people to Christ our
Saviour. &
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Connect with Others

It is believed that most Christians can
memorise the scripture “For God so loved the
world....... ” (John 3:16) which may make us
think that “loving the world” is God’s work,
and we are just the target of “being loved.”
Jesus in another situation commands us
to “love your neighbour as yourself” (Matt
22:39). In other words, “loving the world”
is our mission! (Matt 28:18-20). The Great
Commission mentioned in these scriptures
is to command us to connect with others.
To some people, connecting with others is a
simple thing; but to others it could be quite
difficult.

The disobedience and surrendering of
Jonah

Jonah in the Bible is a distinctive
example of initially disobeying and finally
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surrendering to God. When God called him
to go to Nineveh to preach the Gospel of
repentance, he disobediently took a different
direction, refusing to carry out the Gospel
mission. (Jonah 1:1-3) On his way travelling
in a boat, Jonah encountered a storm. He
asked the other passagers to throw him
overboard to the sea because he believed
he was the reason for the storm (Jonah 1:11-
12). Initially, it looked like Jonah wanted to be
personally responsible for the storm. He was
willing to sacrifice himself rather than drag
the other innocent people into the trouble.
But in actual fact, what he did was to directly
oppose God to the end. The scriptures say
since he realised that he was the cause for
the storm, he should also realise that if he
was to obey God’s calling, the situation
would be resolved. But, he would rather die
than to preach the Gospel to the people of
Nineveh. (I believe that the believers who are
familiar with these scriptures understand the

biblical background about why Jonah was so
disobedient). Until the moment Jonah was
swallowed into the big fish’s stomach, then
only was he willing to change his attitude and
subsequently follow God’s instructions and
surrender to Him.

After arriving at the city of Nineveh, the
Bible records that, “Jonah began by going a
day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, ‘Forty
more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.’”
(Jonah 3:4) Under such circumstances, Jonah
was forced to preach the Gospel just to
simply complete the calling, unlike the other
prophets who would seriously and anxiously
try to convince the people to repent. What
was unexpected was the people of Nineveh
believed and obeyed God because of this
simple message of repentance and they
turned away from all the evils (Jonah 5:9).
Finally, God saw them change and did not
punish them with any disasters. Usually,
we would be happy to see people repent of
their sins; let alone in the case of Jonah who
effortlessly achieved such a huge success
in getting the sinful Nineveh to repent! But
Jonah was not happy with the repentance
of the people of Nineveh, he chose to stay
out of the city to observe the outcome of the
repented Nineveh. Since Jonah was a prophet
of God, we might wonder why did he dare
to complain to God, and he was angry with
Him over the people’s confession of sins?
Actually, Jonah is just like you and me. Just
think, in our life, do we have “some people”
to whom we do not want to share the Gospel.
Even though these people have repented and
accepted Jesus, we tend to scoff at them; or
since they might have hurt us before, they
should end up in hell rather than rewarding
them with the good Gospel? But, for the sake
of the Gospel’s mission, we cannot avoid
connecting with others. Connecting with
people is not just maintaining a superficial
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relationship but we should realise that God
puts these people in our lives and He wants
us to lead them to Him.

The ending of the Book of Jonah is
rather special; Jonah was angry because
of a withering “castor-oil plant.” God said
to Jonah, “You have been concerned about
this plant, though you did not tend it or make
it grow. It sprang up overnight and died
overnight. And should | not have concern for
the great city of Nineveh, in which there are
more than a hundred and twenty thousand
people who cannot tell their right hand from
their left and also many animals?” (Jonah
4:10-11). God uses a question mark to end
the Book of Jonah and the answer should
come from Jonah himself. Today, God too
expects us to answer this question. Since
”God loves the world”, shouldn’t we emulate
Jesus to look upon the people around us
(including those who don’t deserve our love
or those who have wronged us) and connect
them with Jesus’ love enabling them to
experience the power of the Gospel and the
transformation of their lives?

Actually, Jonah did not expect that his
fleeing from God’s calling would cause the
storm incident which greatly influenced the
gentiles on the boat. The scripture tells us in
Jonah 1:16, “At this the men greatly feared
the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the
Lord and made vows to Him.” Jonah was
not resigned to these two incidents which
had happened not according to his wishes;
the strangers on the boat were briefly
encountered by him, yet God chose to use
him to be an excellent witness for Him. | wish
God will continue to change our attitude to
help us connect with others and sow the
Gospel seed. &
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Isn’t Marriage Meant to be a Journey

Between Two People?

We were high school sweethearts and
have been in courtship for almost a decade.
As such, the thought of taking our relationship

the sessions whilst dissecting our relationship
and lives to identify strengths, pain points and
potential growth areas. Besides this, honest

. FRIBRZIRMNE—THMEENHS, X to the next level has always been lingering in communication was strongly emphasised
ERMN—BOAEMN. BHSHIIERATRIM our minds. However, little did we realise the throughout our sessions for us to fully reap
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magnitude of things that would hit us whilst
preparing ourselves for this new beginning.

As a couple worshipping Christ together,
we were encouraged to attend a pre-marital
counselling course. Undeniably, our first
thought of this was terrifying because of the
stigma that surrounds the word ‘counselling.’
Even sharing with our family and friends
that we were going through pre-marital
counselling was not an easy task. Let us
also not forget the various reactions that we
received when doing so. However, little did
we realise how wrong the perceptions of pre-
marital counselling are, ours included.

Our counsellor, Mrs Ho, dived into the
essential aspects of a marriage throughout

the benefits of this pre-marital counselling
journey. Ultimately, this rubbed off onto us as
a couple and improved our interactions with
each other.

After experiencing the pre-marital
counselling course first hand, we are
willing to put our marriage as an exhibit to
demonstrate the value of Mega CMC'’s pre-
marital counselling. It has helped equip us
to walk on this path of marriage and reap the
joys that come along with it. Yes, marriage
may be a journey between two people, but
God has surrounded us with such competent
and dedicated people who are willing to
listen, guide and counsel; you stand to lose
nothing by receiving this gift. @
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Dictern Ng & Jannette Chong
Ironing out the creases

before marriage

Both of us come from very different
family backgrounds and had very different
experiences in life. Though we love each
other, we had a lot of disagreements and
arguments . However, we are blessed to have
Mrs. Ho and our counsellors (Joanne & KV) to
guide and advise us through this journey. We
appreciate their time and patience in teaching
us about dealing with anger, accepting each
other’s personality, managing expectations
and communication skills. A relationship is
all about commitment and giving 100% in
everything that we do, rather than 50/50.

Joanne and KV were very good role
models for us. From their sharing, we learned
about complimenting each other and praying
together to God. Always seek God and put
100% trust in Him.

(XX ]
KEZH nis window e o

The learning process was not easy but
with their guidance and God, we were able to
change and become a better & more loving
couple. We think it is a must for a couple
to attend this pre marriage course. Lastly
thousands of thanks to Mrs Ho, Joanne &
KV for giving us this valuable course before
entering our married life! &
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