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Text by Pastor Matthew

As believers, we are so
accustomed to hearing this phrase,
“The promises of God.” It appears
in almost every facet of Christian
life, from our conversations, to the
sermons, to our prayers, and even
Bible studies. But, what about the
promises of God that sometimes
seems elusive and absent, although
very much preached about and
believed in? Let us, take a look at
some scriptures concerning the
promises of God, in hopes that we
will be able to better understand
what really are God’s promises to
us.

1. Consistent Promise

The Bible is a book all about God’s
promises. And one very important element
that we need to understand, in regards to
God’s promises, is that they are consistent.
While His promise from one person to another
may vary in terms of how God does things
and what He promises, what God promises
to you specifically, remains consistent and
unchanging. Malachi 3:6-7 gives us a very
encouraging and promising picture of God,
when the Lord Himself tells the post-exilic
Israelites that, “I the Lord do not change.”
In verse 7, there is a comparison between
God and man, with the latter being prone to
changes and inconsistency.

When it comes to the promises of God, it
always is consistent. What God says He will
do for you, He will do. Situations may change,
humans will change, but these external
circumstances will not be able to change
the mind and promises of God. For the first
generation of Israelites who disobeyed God,
though they failed to enter the Promised
land, it did not change the promise of God to
Moses that Israel will still inhabit the Promised
Land. Through the leadership of Joshua and
Caleb, the second generation of Israelites
saw the fulfilment of God’s promise when
they successfully conquered and settled in
the land of Canaan.

As we navigate a world full of broken
promises, all the more we need to put our
trust in God’s promises. And the reason
is simple: God never changes. He is and
will always be consistent. In a world that is
uncertain and changing, God’s promises is
certain and unchanging.

2. His Wisdom Displayed

The promises of God to us are His
wisdom displayed in our lives. In Job 36:5,
Elihu (Job’s friend) says that God is “mighty
in strength and understanding.” What Elihu
is saying is that God’s wisdom is so great, so
incomprehensible by human understanding,
and so limitless. And for that reason, what
God promises to us, we can and should trust
and believe. As mortals, sometimes we have
a tendency of thinking that God is just like us.
However, we must never reduce the Creator
to the level of the created. The writers of the
Bible understood full well the immenseness
of God’s wisdom and they were willing
to trust in God’s promises, even though
the circumstances around them seemed
impossible at times.

What God promises to us, He will
achieve. Our human wisdom is limited, but
God’s wisdom is unlimited. No external
circumstances is too hard for Him to work.

rust in His promises

No external circumstances can ever stop
what God has planned for our lives. When
Sarah laughed at God’s promise to her,
God reminded Sarah that He can turn the
impossible into possibility. When the Israelites
were trapped between the Egyptian army and
the Red Sea, God split the seas so that they
could walk right through it! When the disciples
thought Pilate and the Roman soldiers had
successfully killed Jesus, God raised Him up
again on the third day, just as was promised.
God’s wisdom is incomprehensible by human
thought or wisdom. And for this reason, we
should trust in His promises. Because it is
God'’s wisdom on display. And what God says
He will do for us, He will indeed accomplish.
All we need to do is to wait and see God at
work in our lives and situation.

3. His Timing

The most important aspect of
understanding God’s promises is the timing
of God. Many times, we feel our prayers are
unanswered and immediately we think that
God has broken His promise. Just because
God does not act and respond immediately
orthere is a “delay” in His promises, we doubt
God or even give up on Him altogether. This
is something that as believers we need to
avoid completely because the promises that
are from God are in control by God, and are

%&ZE His Window E EE

bound by God’s timing. This is not a
“Christian” excuse to make up for the
times where God’s promises seems
unfulfilled. This is a biblical and
scriptural response to the questions
many of us ask, “When, God?” The
timing of God is something that
appears all throughout the thread of
biblical thought. And in 2 Peter 3:9,
Peter writes that “The Lord is not
slow to fulfil his promise” instead, the
Lord’s timing is always perfect. And
this is linked to the previous point
concerning God’s wisdom. Gods’
timing, because of His wisdom, is
always perfect. He is never too late,
nor is He slow to respond. He is on
time.

If you have not yet experienced

God’s promises fulfilled in your life,

don’t give up trusting and believing. Wait on

the Lord, and in the waiting, do not entertain

the devil’s lies that always seeks to draw

you away from God’s promises. Instead,

keep fixing your eyes on the unchanging and

faithful God and you will find strength to get
you through the waiting.

Conclusion

Are we in doubts about the promises of
God? Maybe, it is time to put aside our human
pride, thoughts, and wisdom, and surrender
to the all-knowing, all-wise, and all-powerful
God.

Trust in Him and see His faithfulness
displayed in Your life. €

Pastor Matthew
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by Raymond Low, Fong Wan Kit,
Alex Moh and Joey Wong
(MEC Life Exchange Family Lifegroup)

“It was the best of times, it was the
worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it
was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch
of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it
was the season of light, it was the season
of darkness, it was the spring of hope, it
was the winter of despair.” As much as this
was the backdrop of ‘A Tale of Two Cities’,
every bit of that applied to the MEC Life
Exchange lifegroup in the year of 2020. The
difference is that the peace that surpasses
all understanding guarded our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.

Beyond the usual MCO limitation
that everyone was experiencing, there
were unexpected accidents, medical
emergencies, sickness, and the passing
of our late sister Karen Tee. Amidst the
challenges, the lifegroup became more
committed in our care, concern and
intercession for one another.

We experienced firsthand that God’s
plan is better than ours when we learned
that we would be expecting 4 new babies
in our lifegroup between August 2020 to
January 2021!

Here are the stories of faith of these new
parents, including a family who had prayed
faithfully for 17 years before receiving the
gift of childbirth in 2020. Praise the Lord for
His Promise!

W Raywond Low & Peuny Lim Y z'\

In April 2020, Penny was pregnant -
indeed a surprise to our family! We began
to prepare ourselves as we entered the
pregnancy stage, anticipating another
smooth and easy pregnancy (just like the past
two pregnancies with Athena and Hera).

our close family. Soon after Penny entered
the second trimester, the ultrasound was
showing that she could be having low lying
placenta but we couldn’t confirm it until
she got into later stage. Everything seemed
to be fine until one late night, she started
bleeding and we rushed to the emergency.
Doctor advised bed rest and to avoid moving
around. A week after that, she passed out at
home and had a second time of bleeding.
The low lying placenta is the cause, there
could be high possibility that she will bleed
again during third trimester which will result in
premature labour. Unfortunately, she was also
diagnosed with gestational diabetes which
means she needed to be cautious in her daily
diet for sugar intake.

As we prayed for God’s protection,
we also asked God to provide energy and
strength to us. Apart from managing the
complication of pregnancy (which means we
have to prepare special diet meal for Penny),
we have to juggle between our work and our
two girls’ schooling at home. We are blessed
to have supportive LG members, who have
been keeping us in their prayers throughout
the entire journey.

Three weeks before the scheduled
caesarean date, the placenta had moved up.
Doctor was surprised as this is not something
usual especially during the third trimester.

On 17th January 2021, Atlas joined our
family with abundant blessings in full term.
God is good and great! We believe this is
truly God’s work and he has answered our
prayers.

All glory be to the Almighty God for giving
us a smooth and safe delivery.

%EZE His Window E EE

¥ Wan Kit & Sit Mei

Hannah, our little precious
princess. She came when we gave up
after trying for 2 years and even a failed
IVF procedure. She is the promise that
God is here and He has his timing.
Hannah is also 1 of the 4 new born in
our Life Group!

In the year of hardship and
uncertainty, she is the shining blessing
from God. Furthermore, our boy, Isaac
finally has a partner in crime and a baby
sister to care and protect (hopefully!).
Praise the Lord, truly!

N

W Alex Moh & Ling Yao ¥

After waiting and yearning for a new family member for the
past 17 years, we found out that our Lord has blessed us what
we longed for in April 2020. The pregnancy journey is filled with
joy but also uncertainties and high risk due to my wife’s condition
of high blood pressure and irregular heartbeats. With our Lord’s
blessing, grace plus supports and prayers from Church leaders
and communities, my wife successfully underwent a heart
procedure at week 18 of pregnancy and followed by emergency
delivery at week 33.

We fully trust and believe that our Lord answers our prayers in
His time. We might not know when our prayers will be answered,
but we can be assured, our Lord will always answer our prayers.
| would like to share Psalm 37:4 and Matthew 6:33-34 which
comforted us tremendously during our journey.

Jason Lee & Joey Wong

We want to give thanks and glory to Lord Jesus
for giving us a precious gift in year 2020, our little one -
Hannah Lee En Yue.

It is an unspeakable blessing and fearful responsibility
to bring her up in Lord Jesus’s love and teach her to know
His way.

We pray O Lord, give us the wisdom, strength,
patience and joy to take on this journey. Thank you, our
Father God for being the best parent for us to look up to,
may we raise our child to honor You. Amen!
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Text by Rev. Phan Wu Chung
Translated by Jacob Lee

The promises of

GOD

The word Promise used in the Bible has
denotation that it relates to the words of God. This
is commonly seen in the Old Testament when God
speaks directly. When God commits to someone,
He is making the so called ‘Promises’.

We are most familiar with the promises God
made to Abraham in the Old Testament (Gen 12:2,
18:14-17, 17: 4-8), and these promises come
with blessings. In fact, before this, God made the
Rainbow covenant with Noah (Gen 9:1-17). If we
wish to track further, after Adam and Eve sinned,
God had already promised that the descendants
of the woman would rise and triumph over the
descendants of the serpent (Gen 3:15). Thus, the
author of the New Testament mentioned, “For
all the promises of God in him are yea. “. (2Cor
1: 20a). And therefore, when we study the New
Testament, we need to know what are the Old
Testament promises and we must understand
the Old Testament promises from the New
Testament’s perspective.

Besides God’s promises to individuals,
we see in the book of Exodus that when God
commanded Moses to bring the Israelites out
from Egypt and after their arrival at Mount Sinai,
God made a covenant with the people as a group.
And thus, from Exodus chapter 19 onwards, it is a
dividing point, from chapter 19 to 40, it deals with
the subject of God’s given laws and ordinances to
His people. From Exodus chapter 19-23, Moses
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went up to the mountain four times : for
the first time, it was recorded in Exodus
19:3-8a, Moses reminded the Israelites
to be obedient to God and to observe
the covenant with God (this was the Ten
Commandments in Exodus 20: 1-20 ), the
second time recorded in Exodus 19:8b-15,
Moses instructed the people to be holy,
on Moses third ascend to the mountain,
Moses experienced God’s total holiness
and glory: and on the fourth time which was
recorded in Exodus 20 : 21-23 : 33, a more
comprehensive account of the application
of God’s laws and ordinances.

Perhaps we might find it strange, why
did God pause at Mount Sinai, showed
Himself to the people and decreed the
laws here? Why didn’t He bring the people
direct to the promise land, and only gave
them the laws after they settled down? God
did this for a few reasons:

1. Egypt is an idol worshipping nation,
and the Israelites who live there for so
many years are naturally influenced by the
aliens’ religion. In addition, the Canaan land
and its neighboring nations and cities also
practice idol worship. Therefore God must
first initiate the cleansing work and teach
them the principles of Holiness.

2. Before and after the Exodus, up
until Mount Sinai, the people have more
than once experienced God and they
have also repeatedly complained. God
chose a solemn appearance to the people,
so that they could see and hear God in
a spectacular manner and experience
God’s abiding presence, this will spur their
admiration, gratitude and fear of God.

3. Holiness is the theme for the whole
incident, it shows that God is Holy, and the
people of God must also live a holy life, they
should not continue in their sinful lifestyle.

4. These people will become a great
nation and a model regime, God’s given
laws and ordinances show that He is the
king of the kingdom.

We all love God’s promises and know
that He is faithful and trustworthy, God’s
promises will come true one day. And
thus, we often hear people teach us to list
down all the scripture texts that contain
God’s promises, and by faith ask God
for them. It may not be wrong to do so,
but do we understand the meanings of
these promises? More importantly, are we
seriously concerned about our relationship
with Him? As mentioned above, the purpose
God gives us these promises is so that we
will be totally - heart, mind and soul belong
to Him, revere Him, carefully obey His
words, serve Him and worship Him alone.
However, very sadly, we are only keen to
receive God’s promises and His blessings,
we show no interests to His words and will.
If we do not understand God’s words, and
not follow His way, how can we possibly
live in His promises? What’s the use of
God’s promises?

We believe in Jesus, not just for His
promises and getting to heaven. We should
however trust and obey God in our lives.
| trust that if we strive to live our lives
pleasing God, His promises and blessings
shall work in us! @
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