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Text by Rev. Matthew

COMMUNICATION

WITH GOD
THROUGH
TECHNOLOGY

It is undeniable that living in
the 21st Century, especially with
the recent Covid-19 pandemic, has
served to speed up technology for
communication purposes. Many
companies have turned to apps for
phones, tablets, and computers as
a medium for buying, selling, and
delivering information. As believers,
how can we leverage on technology
to grow closer to God? As an avid
user of technology, this is one area
that we as Christians can take
advantage of and use these tools
blessed to us by God to grow in our
love and knowledge of God.

= Bible Reading Applications

We always speak of reading the Bible
in a conventional sense - buy a Bible (hard
copy) and read it. However, in today’s times
everyone has access to a Bible, without
even having to pay a single dollar (RM) for it.
While | would still encourage every believer
to have at least a hard copy of the Bible, |
would also encourage believers to download
a bible application in their mobile devices.
Having a Bible on your smart devices gives
you instant access to God’s Word wherever
and whenever you need it. | cannot count
the number of times where | am called upon
to share a short message in an impromptu
setting, and having a Bible application with
me, with certain scripture passages already
highlighted and bookmarked, has certainly
been a lifesaver in such situations. | can easily
pull up the Bible app, get to the Scripture and
begin to preach from it. As believers, while
we may not always be presented with such
scenarios, there is a different scenario where
a Bible application will be of great help. For
instance, if a friend is looking for a Scripture

we are so accustomed and

eoe
FHEZH wis window .o

to serve as an encouragement, or a colleague at work is asking for a
specific verse, you can immediately pull up your application, type in the
verse you are looking for, and share it.

But, apart from that, Bible applications today also contain many
other tools that help us understand God’s Word better, or assist us in
developing a discipline in daily devotion. Bible applications nowadays
come packed with commentaries, articles by renowned authors and
scholars, and even devotional materials that are constantly updated
with different themes each week or month. And the amazing thing is
that most of these features come together in the free Bible application.
What you once have to spend hundreds of dollars in purchasing books
or commentaries, or in @ monthly subscription, now is provided to us
free-of-charge. Speaking of developing a disciplined devotional life,
Bible applications nowadays often times comes with a daily Bible
reading plan to guide you and provide you with a road map to building
discipline in reading the Bible. Apart from that, apps also sends you
notifications when you start a Bible reading plan and notifies you daily
when it is time to read your Bible. | think the pros certainly outweigh the
cons of using a Bible application. While an application does not cancel
out or remove the necessity of a hard copy Bible, it certainly provides
us with another option to read God’s word, understand Scriptures
better, and grow in our love for Truth.

of the church, one can turn to podcasts
to provide supplementing lessons that will
grow our faith in God and knowledge of

acquainted with Spotify, the number one
music and podcast application on the web. |
myself am an avid user of Spotify and while |
use it to listen to music, | primarily use Spotify
to listen to podcasts. In a nutshell, podcasts
are conversations with specialists on certain
topics and subjects. A podcast is attractive
and garners audiences because of its down-
to-earth, and widely informative nature. There
are many podcasts online that relates to the
Christian faith. It is very easy to find podcasts
on anything related to the Christian faith,
on Spotify or Youtube and these podcasts
can provide us with information and also
knowledge on issues relating to the faith.
Sunday sermons are important, but, outside

Scriptures.

Another reason why | am an advocate
of listening to podcasts is because
podcasts tackles hard issues that are
sometimes rarely spoken of in church.
These issues are important issues, but, due
to time constraints, it is impossible to touch
on such subjects in the Sunday sermon.
But, a podcast can be a place where it
sheds light on such issues and topics,
thus providing us with an answer that we
may have concerning contemporary issues
surrounding our faith.
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= Micro Learning

Micro learning is not something new,
but lately it has surged in popularity. The
concept of micro learning is learning in short
bursts of training material." Today, while we
are encouraged to attend Bible studies, or
even join certain programmes or classes
that teaches us on the Bible, not everyone
can afford to commit to several hours in a
day or in a week. Micro learning addresses
the need of learning, as well as the lack of
time and condenses what may be an hour
or 2-hour long lesson into a 30-minute or
even lesser programme. Micro learning is
beneficial for most urban, working Christians
as it provides you with quality learning minus
the time. However, micro learning is not a
substitute for conventional learning (Bible
studies, theological courses, conferences). It
is an option for us to choose when we are
short of time, yet, want to learn more of the
Bible. Today, in Malaysia there are quite a
number of micro learning sites where you

sign up and learn about the Bible at your
own pace. Seminari Theoloji Malaysia is one
such seminary that offers micro learning for
the busy student who cannot find the time
to attend a 3-hour course. | would sincerely
encourage Christians to take advantage of
micro learning and begin to go deeper in your
understanding of God’s Word.

Rev. Matthew

1.

In short, technology can certainly help us draw closer to God
and grow in our faith. | pray that as believers, we tap into the wealth
of technological advances, make full use of these conveniences
and use these tools to glorify God in our lives. £

CONCLUSION

Nikos Andriotis, https://www.efrontlearning.com/blog/2015/09/everything-you-wanted-to-know- about-
micro-learning-but-were-afraid-to-ask.nhtml; Internet.
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“When Enoch was 65 years old, he became the father of
Methuselah. After the birth of Methuselah, Enoch lived in
close fellowship with God for another 300 years, and he had
other sons and daughters. Enoch lived 365 years, walking in
close fellowship with God. Then one day he disappeared,

because God took him.” (Gen 5:21-24 NLT)

In Genesis chapter five, Enoch is the main
figure in the genealogy of Adam. Because he
walked in close fellowship with God, he was
taken away by God. The scriptures do not
record where he was taken to; we presume
that he was raised up to heaven to be with the
Lord. Comparing with the ‘physical deaths’ of
the other family members in the genealogy,
Enoch’s sudden disappearance is surely
yearned for, because it is a beautiful reward
which resulted from connecting and having a
close relationship with God.

Reading the genealogies in the Bible
can be quite confusing and it is certainly
challenging to remember the unfamiliar names
which don’t seem to have any connection
with us. However, since they are recorded in
the Bible, there must be some value for their
existence. The genealogies do not just tell us
the relationship of the human beings, they
also show us how God treated and what God
did to their generations. In fact, God wants us

to know Him, worship Him, connect with Him
and have a close fellowship with Him through
the families of various races and different
nationalities.  Unfortunately, from these
genealogies found in the Bible, Enoch is the
only name that deserves to be mentioned.

The scripture records the birth of
Methuselah when Enoch was 65 years old.
From the structure of the genealogy, the
recording does not seem so important,
because it is merely a format of repeatedly
recording the genealogy. The only thing that
is special about Methuselah is because he
is the oldest person recorded in the Bible.
Enoch’s life was much shorter compared
with the lives of his descendants, and in fact
his life was the shortest in his entire family
genealogy! This reminds us that the number
of years we live is not important. What is of
more importance is the meaning of our lives
and whether or not we live our lives in close
fellowship with God.



Otherwise, even if we live a long life, we
will be just like Moses’ comment in Psalm
90:10 that “the best years are filled with
pain and trouble; soon they disappear...”
Methuselah had a father who walked in
close fellowship with God (at least, he
witnessed 300 years of his father’s life),
but he did not seem to have inherited his
father’s aspirations. Therefore, whether
man wants to be connected with God or
not is entirely his own choice.

In the 4 verses of Genesis 5:21-24,
“walking in close fellowship with God”
is mentioned twice thus showing the
importance of these verses. So, what is
the meaning of “walking in close fellowship
with God”? Firstly, we need to understand
that “walking in close fellowship with God”
does not mean to be completely detached
from the things in the world. The scriptures
clearly tell us that Enoch chose to walk
closely with God, but he also bore and
raised children, meaning that in his daily life,
he was not just being holy and did nothing
else in the world. In our present day, this is
a very practical issue. Let’s ask, where is
the suitable place for us to really practise
the lesson of forgiveness? Is it in the
church, or at home, or in the marketplace?
Under what circumstances can we practise
the lesson of faith? Is it within the beautiful
environment of the church? Or when we
face the challenges and difficult times?
Therefore, we should practise “walking in
close fellowship with God” and maintain
such connection with Him in our everyday
lives.

How to “walk in close fellowship with
God”? This is something everyone should
know, that is to read the Bible, pray and
worship God with dependence on the Holy
Spirit. Maybe, we will disdainfully scoff at
this and say, “Ha, | thought this is some sort
of profound secret, but it is just the normal
way of doing it!” Indeed, ‘faith’ is a simple
thing, to habitually simplify what looks

complicated. Ironically, when we are unable
to fix a simple matter, we would normally
try to use “profound ways” to ‘walk in close
fellowship with God’!

When we want to closely connect
with people, but we don’t try to build a
good relationship with them through social
contacts, then, how can we be connected?
Similarly, if we do not habitually read God’s
Word and desire a prayerful life, how can we
achieve a life led by the Holy Spirit? If we
are not regularly connected with God, how
can we desire to deeply experience Him,
and have a close relationship with Him? The
scripture specifically mentions “Enoch lived in
close fellowship with God for 300 years”, but
it does not explain the meaning of “in close
fellowship” because we are expected to know
and practise this basic fundamental everyday.
Although Enoch in his life time did not have
any glorious achievement, God praised him
for living his life full of mature spirituality and
beautiful character! | hope we can emulate
Enoch to faithfully walk and closely connect
with God everyday, so that we can live our
lives based on His heart’s desires. &

A CHRISTMAS
LIKE NO OTHER
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But in the midst of these festivities, |
know | often overlook the true meaning of
Christmas.

When | finally returned to Malaysia in late
2020, the country was in a perpetual state of
MCOs/CMCOs/RMCOs. Thus, for the first
time since | could remember, there was no big
Christmas celebrations - no carols, no feasts,
no parties! To cheer myself up, | wishfully
thought, “It’s fine... let’s keep the celebrations
for 2021 once the pandemic is gone.”

Oh, how little did | know.

While celebrations were mellowed for a
second year in a row, Christmas 2021 has
become a Christmas like no other.

As most would be familiar, a torrential rain
ravaged the country a week before Christmas.
Beyond uprooted trees and abandoned cars,
some areas were severely submerged by the
flood. Many were left trapped in their homes
for days as they were unable to escape the
sudden flood. It wasn’t too long before we
started hearing cases of casualties being
reported.

While | was not affected by the flood,
a close friend of mine lost contact with her
elderly parents who resided in Taman Sri
Muda, one of the worst hit areas. We spent

Together with Rev Matt and Dylan,
two people who | adore and respect!

hours in the middle of the night trying to dial
every number that was available. Thankfully,
they were eventually located and kept safe.

When the flood receded, a huge mess
was left behind. There was mud everywhere,
possessions were severely damaged, and
many of the flood victims were rendered
homeless. There was a dire need for help.
In response, a number of us from church
decided to join the Methodist Crisis Relief
and Development (MCRD) team in the post-
flood relief missions. We were allocated to
Taman Sri Nanding, a quiet neighbourhood
based at Hulu Langat.

As we were entering the neighbourhood
on day one, | was immediately overwhelmed.
While witnessing the scenes of the aftermath
is distressing in itself, what broke my heart
was the personal stories of the residents we
interacted with.

Aunty Ah Yao, a single mother in her
70s, told us that the flood rose up to her chin
level before she was rescued. If it were not
for the volunteers from the nearby mosque,
she might have suffered a different fate. Encik
Siva, who has spent most of his life staying
at his late mother’s house, had no choice but
to rid of pretty much everything he owned as
the house was situated beside a large drain.

The MCRD volunteers taking our lunch break, so comforting

to see many Christians rising to the occasion.

The aftermath - sadly we had to throw out
almost everything in the house

Before the cleaning work could begin,
we had to first throw out all the items that
were destroyed. Carrying furniture, carpets,
textiles, drenched with floodwater was no
easy task, which was made worse by the
foul stench and slippery surface. Without
any electricity, we had to be careful when
operating in the dark in order to prevent
getting cut by shattered glass or touching
snakes swimming around. The atmosphere
was sober, as everyone in the team was laser-
focused on performing our duties in order to
speedily move onto the next house. There
just wasn’t enough time.

As we were toiling away, | began to
ponder in silence the resemblance between
this Christmas and the original one. The first
Christmas, in truth, was unpleasant in some
ways. Joseph and Mary struggled to find
a place to deliver their baby at the peak of
Mary’s pregnancy. Upon birth, baby Jesus
was laid in a grimy manger, which isn’t exactly
an ideal condition for a new- born. Not long
after, Jesus and His parents were forced to

IAN TAN

eoe
FHEZH wis window .o

flee their homeland out of fear of persecution
by King Herod.

Drawing parallels, | don’t think this
Christmas has been a pleasant one for those
affected by the flood.

But more importantly, | was gently
reminded of the reason for the season.
Christmas is ultimately centred on the birth of
our saviour, who humbly came into this broken
world to die for our sins. It is a celebration of
His unconditional love for us. In response,
we are called to share this love with our
fellow humanity. The Christmas message, |
believe, is encapsulated in 1 John 4:9-11:

“This is how God showed his love
among us: He sent his one and only Son into
the world that we might live through him.
This is love: not that we loved God, but that
he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.”

Far from the comfortable modern-day
Christmas | have become accustomed to,
being on the ground and literally getting our
hands dirty was quite a different Christmas
experience. As | departed from my musings
and lifted my head, seeing the volunteers
giving their all and working hand-in-hand
warmed my heart with a tangible sense of
peace and joy.

To love thy neighbours, to hope amidst
suffering. This is the true meaning of
Christmas. @

lan was born and raised in Mega CMC,
a place he calls home. He is highly
interested in the nation building process
- something he believes that every
Christian should be part of!
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