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Text by Rev. Matthew

BRINGING
CHRIST TO THE

Family?

Bringing Christ to the Family?

The topic of evangelism has always been
a common (sometimes cliche) theme of every
believer. From the day we become a Christian,
we are mobilised to be this gospel-sharing
Christian that churns out new converts.
However, truth be told, it is easier said than
done. While it is hard enough to share the
gospel with our friends or colleagues, the
challenge increases when it comes to sharing
our faith with family members. This article will
look at some of these challenges and provide
a guide that will hopefully assist us as we
share the gospel with our family members.

#1 Close Relationship

Sometimes being in a close and good
family relationship is both a blessing and a
hindrance to the gospel. The blessing is that
the relationship is close and one feels secure
enough to be himself or herself with their
family members. There is a good and healthy

Rev. Matthew

mode of communication and everyone
respects one another. But, the hindrance
can also be found in these points mentioned
above. While communication may be open,
you may find yourself increasingly isolated
if you do bring up the topic of Christianity,
especially if you are the sole believer in the
family. And while there is a healthy respect
for each other’s views, you can be viewed as
the “disrespectful” one the moment you start
sharing the gospel and encouraging them to
believe in Jesus.

So, under such circumstances, what
should a person do? One way to overcome
such barriers is to find one person in the
family that is particularly open to conversing
with you about your Christian faith. As you
approach the conversation, think of ways
in which you can bring across the message
of the gospel, and the need for Christ in
everyone’s life, in a manner that is persuasive,
yet engaging. | always find the method of
persuasion and dialogue easier, compared
to comparing religions especially when trying
to share the gospel with family members.
At the end of the day, we must also know
when to speak and when to stop. Reading
the room is important when sharing Christ
to our family. If we continue to speak of our

faith when everyone is not wanting to listen,
this can easily paint us as being “pushy” or
“disrespectful” and may shut the door.

#2 Uber-Religious Family

One area of evangelism in the Malaysian
context is our religious settings. Malaysia
is quite a religious nation, with 97.9% of
Malaysians practising or holding on to
religions of some sort." Within the 97.9%,
it is interesting to note that 19.8% are
Buddhists, the second-largest religious
group in Malaysia, next to Islam (61.3%).
Understandably, as Christians, most of us
will have parents, siblings, and relatives who
are Buddhists or Taoists. And while some
might simply be “practitioners” of Buddhism
or Taoism, there will be a handful of Uber-
religious worshippers. For such persons, this
is the only religion that makes sense, and
anyone that tries to convince them otherwise
are viewed as “hostile” or “enemy” of their
religion. In such a setting, the confrontation
aspect of evangelism certainly can happen if
not done right.

In order to avoid heated confrontation or
arguments which actually lead us nowhere,
Christians attempting to share the faith in
such settings must first and foremost uphold
their family members in prayer. Prayer is
powerful, prayer can soften hearts, but apart
from praying for your family members, pray
for yourself. Pray that the Holy Spirit will
assist you in speaking the right words. Also
pray that the Holy Spirit will grant you a spirit
of discernment and wisdom in discerning
the right moment to start this conversation
about the gospel. Finally, when the praying is
done, you simply need to start sharing Christ
to them. A good tip when evangelising to the
Uber-religious is to bridge the gap from one
particular religion to Christianity. Find points
of similarity, but, never fail to point out the
necessity of Christ and the exclusiveness of
salvation through Christ, whenever you can.

[ XX ]
KEZH nis window oee

#3 Broken Relationships

Not every family has strong bonds and
some of us are in broken family relationships.
Yet, when one experiences the transformation
of Christ, we most definitely will want to
share it with our family members. Under such
circumstances, how do we do it? First of all,
broken relationships comes in many forms.
Divorce, conflicts, arguments, dysfunctional
family, lack of communication are all some
examples of contributors to a broken family
system. However, not all is lost. But, this
certainly can pose a challenge, when it
comes to sharing Christ under such internal
pressures.

Well, instead of starting off with the
gospel, it is good that we first mend the
broken relationships. As a Christian, we are
called to live in peace, not just for the sake
of sharing the gospel, but as a means of
bringing God’s love to the world. The process
of repairing and healing broken relationships
are equally as important as sharing the
gospel. And though it may take time, or even
hurt a little, it is good to deal with the exact
causes of broken relationships so that the
family peace can once again be restored.
Under such situations, pray that God will
move throughout the process of reconciliation
and healing. When broken relationships are
mended, it paves the way for evangelism to
take place.

Conclusion

Evangelism is not easy, but it is a
necessity. Every believer needs to see the
spiritual needs of people around them and
actively bring the gospel to these people. My
prayer is that whatever family situation you
are presently in right now, God will work in the
hearts of your family members to bring about
a conviction towards the truth. May you be
empowered and emboldened to continue to
share the simple gospel that “Jesus saves”
to all people! @

1.

https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-report-on-international-religious-freedom/malaysia/
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Text by Rev Phan Wu Zhung
Translated by Jacob Lee

CoO

What’s your perception and view on
family? In general, we all regard family as
a place full of warmth and love. However,
we all know every family has its own set of
problems which are incomprehensible to
people outside. This is why so many TV series
use family issues as their themes, because
this would bring resonance to the audience.
(however, more often than not, the scenes are
exaggerated.)

The problems that modern families face
today took place and were recorded as early
as in the time of Genesis. For example, the
dynamics between Isaac, Rebecca and their
children.

We shall first examine the marital
relationship of Isaac and Rebecca. Their
romance started when Abraham’s maid
brought Rebecca to meet with Isaac. The
scriptures described their meet up vividly and
sentimentally. (Genesis 24:67) Isaac married
Rebecca at the age of 40, however they

couldn’t have children for many years, so Isaac
prayed for Rebecca, as recorded in Genesis
25:21. Even though, this was recorded briefly,
it was a long journey of prayers as Isaac was
already 60 years old when the baby was born.
( Genesis 25:26 ). The long wait of 20 years
showed their unity and trust in God, and their
prayers were in line with God’s will (This can
be seen in God’s answer to their prayers). We
could then say Isaac and Rebecca loved each
other very much and maintained an intimate
relationship with God.

However, things changed when Esau and
Jacob were born. Both the children were so
different in their character and they were gifted
in their own way. Esau was a swift hunter, he
often brought back delicious wild meats from
his hunt for his father, therefore, Isaac found
favor in Esau. However, Jacob was content
(content in the original text meant matured
and firm, an indeed appropriate description
of Jacob’s personality), he always stayed at
home, so his mother, Rebecca loved him very
much. (Genesis 25:27-28).

We would skip the story of how Jacob
cheated the status of the eldest sonship, as
this is not the main concern here. We wish
to explore how the parents’ differing attitudes
and treatment of the children developed
into Rebecca’s intervention when Isaac
wanted to bless Esau. Why is it so? God
has once told Rebecca about her two sons,
the older would serve the younger. (Genesis
25:23). Perhaps this was why Rebecca felt
the blessings should be accorded to Jacob.
This was because Rebecca favoured Jacob.
Surely Isaac knew what God said too, but
he felt that Esau being his eldest son, and in
accordance to the culture and customs, Esau
should be accorded the blessings. This was
also because Esau has often prepared the
delicious wild catch for his father, Isaac.

As we all know, children of the same
parents, brought up and groomed in the same
environment, can have different character
and personality. Who would then be better?
The more active one is not necessarily better
than the one who is quiet. How they turn out
when they grow up hinges very much on the
parents’s attitude, how they encourage and
nurture them.

Isaac knew his time is near, he felt that
he should give Esau the blessings as soon as
possible. This was the custom then, before
the father dies, the father would bless the
eldest son, and make way for this blessing
to be pass down from one generation to the
other. The blessings would also symbolize he
would be the legitimate heir or the master of
the household. But Isaac would only want
Esau to be accorded the blessings. If he
followed the local customs, the father should
gather all the sons, and in the presence of
the relatives and witnesses, bless him openly.
(Genesis 49:1-2, 28). We could see from here,
Isaac loves Esau so much, he chose his own
way to bless him, and as for Esau, he did not
object to this arrangement despite the fact he

[ XX ]
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knew that this would be unfair to his younger
brother. For interest of his own self gain he
gladly obliged and did what his father wanted
to do.

But they were not aware that this
conspiracy was overheard by Rebecca, so
she called her favourite son, Jacob over
and told him the father’s intention. She then
demanded Jacob to follow her plan.

Rebecca was decisive and quick to
action. She devised so many strategies in
such a short time, truly a remarkable person.
As for Jacob, he did not object to the idea
and did not regard it was inappropriate to
cheat his older brother of his blessings. He
was only concerned with the consequences
if the plan failed. He willingly obliged to the
mother’s plan.

Brothers and sisters, we see here
how the marriage breakdown affects the
parents and children relationship. Because
of favouritism and biases, and not seeking
God properly to teach our children, this might
result in the breakup of the brotherhood
and family tragedy. The Bible recorded the
incident, not for us to emulate, but to serve
as a warning. At the same time, we should
reflect on the status of our family relationship.
If our relationship is in a mess, is it caused by
our own acts? Especially so when we want to
lead our family members to Christ. How can
we witness for God if our family members
avoid to interact with us?

Conclusion

Thanks be to God. It is not that we are
hopeless in Jesus Christ, we could choose
Christ to be master of our household, and
choose to turn the tragedy around. May God
help us with grace and wisdom to cultivate
the beautiful family connectivity, so that
we can actively present Christ in our family
relationship, and they will give glory to God
when they see our good works. ( Matthew
5:16)
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